Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 02052 12165 1Z 

43 

ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 SS-15 NSC-05 SP-02 PM-03 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO CAB-02 COME-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 

FAA-00 L-02 /065 W 

127760 

OR 121300ZFEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6859 

CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 2052 
A3.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGAMC PFOR, IN, PK 

SUBJECT: OVERFLIGHT TALKS MAY BE POSTPONED 

1. PRESS STORIES IN FEB 12 NEW DELHI PAPERS REPORT THAT 
INDIA AND PAKISTAN ARE LIKELY TO RESUME TALKS ON LIFTING 

THE BAN ON OVERFLIGHTS DURING THE WEEK OF FEB 21 IN NEW DELHI. 
AN MEA SOURCE TOLD US THIS MORNING, HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS 
SOME DOUBT AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THESE TALKS WILL TAKE PLACE. 
HE ADDED THAT HE EXPECTED TO KNOW THE DECISION WITHIN 24 
HOURS. SOURCES IN MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION INDEPENDENTLY 
TOLD US ALSO THIS MORNING THEY ARE STILL PREPARED TO GO AHEAD 
WITH TALKS AND HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN SIGNALS THAT THE TALKS 
MIGHT BE POSTPONED. 

2. COMMENT: OF COURSE IT OCCURS TO US THAT PAKISTAN FONSEC 
AGHA SHAHI MIGHT PREFER NOT TO BE IN DELHI WHILE SOVIET 

DEFENSE MINISTER GRECHKO IS HERE NEGOTIATING ON ARMS SALES 
OR AT THE TIME THE GOI ANNOUNCES AN AGREEMENT WITH SHEIKH 
ABDULLAH, BOTH SCHEDULED FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING FEB 21. 

CAN ISLAMABAD PROVIDE ANY FURTHER INFO ON PLANS FOR AIR 
TALKS AND AT WHOSE INITIATIVE THESE MAY BE DELAYED? 
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